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commerce, European politics, European thoughts and activity,
although actually gaining greater force, and European con-
nections, although actually becoming more intimate, will
ultimately sink in importance; while the Pacific Ocean, its
shores, its islands, and the vast regions beyond, will become
the chief theatre of events in the world's great hereafter?
Who does not see that this movement must effect our own
complete emancipation from what remains of European
influence and prejudice, and in turn develop the American
opinion and influence which shall remould constitutional laws
and customs in the land that is first greeted by the rising
sun?" At the time when these words were uttered they
must have appeared to many hearers and readers as the wild
dreams of an unfettered fancy, but those who are living
to-day are better able to appreciate their deep significance.
In the interval which has elapsed since they were spoken,
much has happened which has been in the direction of the
fulfilment of the prophecy which they contain, and recent
events have shown that Japan will take a most important
part in the further evolution which will certainly take place.
Her leading statesmen have shown that they recognise very
clearly the magnitude of the task which lies before them, and
they have not failed to impress on their countrymen the
importance of the duties which they will be called upon to
undertake. When the words which have been quoted were
uttered, the Pacific Ocean was the Ocean of the future, now
it is the Ocean of the present, and there can be little doubt
that the influence of Japan will be a dominating factor in the
situation, while behind her are the immense resources and
potentialities not only of China, but of the whole of the Far
East The future importance of the Pacific area, from the
point of view of Industry and commerce, is gradually being
recognised by all the great nations of the world, and all of
them are anxious to share in the prosperity which is before
it Hence a good deal has been said and written about" the
coming struggle for the Pacific," meaning by that the efforts
which each nation will make to secure what it considers